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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS/ EEWT SNAR VE 

SUBJECT: PROPOSED SEIZURES BY US COAST GUARD OF VENEZUELAN 

REGISTERED VESSELS IN BEHALF OF VENEZUELAN 

GOVENMENT 

REFS: (A) STATE 88278, (B) STATE 88279 

1 . THE GOV HAS BEEN COOPERATIVE IN THE PAST CONCERNING 
GOAST GUARD REQUESTS TO BOARD AND SEARCH VENEZUELAN 
REGISTERED VESSELS. THE CASE OF THE FISHING VESSEL MARIE 
(REGISTERED IN VENEZUELA AS THE SANTA EE), HOWEVER, HAS 
RAISED JURIDICAL AND PUBLIC RELATIONS PROBLEMS FOR THE GOV. 

THE SANTA EE IS ON THE HIGH SEAS AND THE USG DOES NOT 

INTEND TO PROSECUTE. INSTEAD, USG ASKS TO ACT AS AN AGENT FOR GOV. 

2. IT IS CLEAR THAT WE MUST ESTABLISH UNIFORM AND AGREED UPON 
PROCEDURES BASED ON SOUND JURIDICAL GROUNDS FOR THESE SEIZURES. THE 
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GOV 

HAS BEEN COOPERATIVE IN THE PAST CONCERNING SEVERAL 

AD HOC REEQUESTS FOR SEIZURES. THE CASE OF THE SANTA FE. HOWEVER, 

MAKES THE GOV VERY NERVOUS AND HAS CONVERTED IT INTO THE STRAW 

THAT BROKE THE CAMEL'S BACK, AT LEAST INSOFAR AS AD 

HOC REQUESTS ARE CONCERNED. THE PROCEDURES WE DEVELOP 

MUST ALSO ALLOW THE GOV TO DEFEND ITS ACTIONS SHOULD IT 
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BE CRITICITED FOR APPARENTLY ABDICATING ITS RESPONSIBILITIES 
TO THE US. 

3. IN THE DIPLOMATIC NOTE PRESENTED BY THE EMBASSY 

TO THE GOV CONCERNING PERMISSION TO BOARD AND SEARCH THE 

SANTA EE, THE EMBASSY ARGUED THAT THIS WOULD, IF EFFECT, 

BE AN AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE US AND VENEZUELA ALLOWING 
THE USG TO ACT IN THE GOV'S BEHALF.THIS DOES NOT 
PROVIDE ANY JURIDICAL UNDEPINNING NOR DOES IT ALLOW THE 
GOV TO DEFEND ITS ACTIONS BEFORE PUBLIC OPINION. ALSO, 

EMBOFF IN TALKING TO OPERATIONS CENTER EVENING APRIL 6 
(CONFERENCE CALL ALSO INVOLVING L AND OES) DISCOVERED 
THAT, IF THE COAST GUARD TOWS A VENEZUELAN VESSEL TO A 
US PORT, EITHER THE OWNER OF THAT VESSEL OR ITS OPERATORS 
OR PERHAPS EVEN THE GOV MIGHT BE LIABLE FOR STORAGE 
CHARGES. EMBASSY BELIEVES THAT, IF US COAST GUARD, AT ITS 
REQUEST, SEIZES VENEZUELAN REGISTERED VESSELS IN BEHALF 
OF THE GOV, SUBMITTING A BILL FOR STORAGE CHARGES WILL 
BE VIEWED AS OFFENSIVE BY VENEZUELAN AUTHORITIES. 

3. ACTION REQUESTED: THAT THE DEPARTMENT 
SUPPLY THE EMBASSY WITH ARGUMENTS ADDRESSING BOTH THE 
JURIDICAL AND PUBLIC RELATIONS PROBLEMS INVOLVED IN 
SEIZING VENEZUELAN REGISTED VESSELS OUTSIDE US WATERS 
WHEN USG HAS NO INTENTION OF PROSECUTING. FURTHER 
THAT THE USG PROCEDURES FOR SUCH SEIZURES (IF WE CAN 
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OBTAIN VENEZUELAN AGREEMENT TO THEM) NOT INVOLVE OFFENSIVE 
FEATURES SUCH AS BILLS FOR STORAGE CHARGES IN THE US. 

FINALLY, DEPARTMENT SHOULD ALSO SUGGEST FORMAT FOR EFFECT- 
ING SUCH AGREEMENT ON PROCEDURES. 
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